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To the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities; 

I am writing on behalf of The Ability Center of Greater Toledo to offer comment on the Ohio 

Department of Developmental Disabilities’ proposed rule amendments for Rule Number 5123-

9-12. 

The Ability Center of Greater Toledo is a Center for Independent Living serving thirteen counties 

in NW Ohio. Our mission is to work to make our community the most disability friendly in the 

nation by increasing independence for people with disabilities, discovering true passions, and 

changing the community’s perception of disability. Please accept these comments on behalf of 

our Center and of our constituents with disabilities in NW Ohio. 

As a Center for Independent Living, we recognize that one of the most important elements to 

the independence of people with disabilities is access to home care. For many, it is the main 

service that prevents lifelong institutionalization. Examining the amended rules by DoDD, we 

are pleased by the efforts to update language to be more consistent across services, just as we 

are pleased to see participant-directed homemaker/personal care be included in the service. 

The ability for members to direct their own Medicaid services is a priority for many advocates 

across the state, and we believe that inclusions like these that place decision-making power in 

the hands of the participants receiving care should be standard moving forward.  
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At the intersection of participant-directed services and language alignment, however, is a 

criticism of this rule:  while this rule sees edits to definitions to be consistent with other 

programs, the term “participant-directed” is not consistent with new rule amendments made 

by ODM and ODA. In October 2024, the ODM Administered Waiver Services amended two rules 

(Rule 5160-45-03.2 and Rule 5160-45-03.5) to include “self-directed” services to the MyCare 

and Ohio Home Care waivers. “Participant-directed” and “self-direction” are functionally 

identical, with the only difference being in the naming scheme. As a member of the Ohio 

Department of Medicaid Self-Direction workgroup throughout 2024, one of the most common 

requests from providers and advocates was the request to have language aligned across the 

three departments of ODM, ODA, and DoDD. Having services with similar names only causes 

confusion for those providing and receiving care, and it makes the role of the care manager 

more difficult when advising members who understand concepts from different waivers under 

different names.  

We believe that the services provided in Rule Number 5123-9-18 are excellent, but that 

changing language from “participant-directed” to “self-directed” will have a positive impact on 

the Ohio Medicaid system. This small change in the language and definitions in DoDD rules will 

align terms across all three waiver providers and lower the burden of understanding for all 

interested parties. Aligning definitions across all three departments (ODM, ODA, and DoDD) has 

been a priority of Ohio disability advocates for some time, and this rules amendment is an 

opportune time to begin this process. If this change can be made and definitions can be made 

consistent, The Ability Center will be in full support of this updated rule.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Ability Center of Greater Toledo 

Jules Patalita 

Disability Rights Advocate 
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