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Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Filings for Rule Number 5123-9-18 

SUBMITTED VIA email: becky.phillips@dodd.ohio.gov  

Comments of The Ability Center of Greater Toledo 

 

To the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities; 

I am writing on behalf of The Ability Center of Greater Toledo to offer comment on the Ohio 

Department of Developmental Disabilities’ proposed rule amendments for Rule Number 5123-

9-18.  

The Ability Center of Greater Toledo is a Center for Independent Living serving thirteen counties 

in NW Ohio. Our mission is to work to make our community the most disability friendly in the 

nation by increasing independence for people with disabilities, discovering true passions, and 

changing the community’s perception of disability. Please accept these comments on behalf of 

our Center and of our constituents with disabilities in NW Ohio. 

As a Center for Independent Living, we recognize our obligation to address the needs of NW 

Ohio’s disability community, especially those barriers that systematically limit the 

independence of those living in the community. One of the most common barriers reported has 

been transportation. There is a great need, specifically, for non-medical transportation1. The 

independence granted to an Ohioan by living in the community is greatly diminished when one 

is not able to leave their home and engage with said community. Without non-medical 

transportation, many citizens will not leave their homes unless it is for a doctor’s appointment. 

These members of our state have the right to fully integrate with others outside of medical 

 
1 Maddox, B., & Hunt Thomas, K. (2022). (rep.). Ohio Statewide Disability Needs Survey Report 2022. 
Retrieved from https://abilitycenter.org/ohio-statewide-disability-needs-survey-2022/ 

mailto:becky.phillips@dodd.ohio.gov
https://abilitycenter.org/ohio-statewide-disability-needs-survey-2022/


   
 

   
 

destinations, and services like non-medical transportation are at the heart of this. We are 

supportive of amendments including non-medical transport and believe such programs should 

be expanded upon in the future throughout all of the waiver services.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Ability Center of Greater Toledo 

Jules Patalita 

Disability Rights Advocate 
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