
 

 

 

 

Interest Party Testimony on HB 450  

November 13th, 2025 

 

Thank you Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House 

Children and Human Services committee for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 450, to 

Grant Accessible Parking Privileges to Pregnant Women. My name is Dr. Jules Patalita and I am 

a Disability Rights Advocate for The Ability Center in Greater Toledo. We are a Center for 

Independent Living that has worked for the last century towards our mission, to make our 

community the most disability friendly in the nation by increasing independence for people 

with disabilities, discovering true passions, and changing the community’s perception of 

disability. In fulfillment of that mission, to increase the independence of those with disabilities 

by making our community itself more accessible, I come today to speak on HB 450. While we 

see the intended benefit for pregnant Ohioans, the current number of accessible parking spaces 

is already not enough for those with disabilities and adding a new group to utilize them will only 

further strain this limited resource. 

Our primary concern is that HB 450, as it stands, would decrease an already scarce resource for 

Ohioans with disabilities. People with disabilities are already struggling to find accessible spaces 

to use. Many businesses do not have enough accessible spaces in their parking lots, and even 

those that do often find these spaces quickly fill up. This is not a case where businesses are 

neglecting the regulations of the ADA, but the fact that the minimum standards of the ADA do 

not effectively ensure enough accessible parking spaces for all of those who need them.  

With 74% of people having seen these accessible spaces being used improperly, Ohio’s 

disability community is already facing inadequate supply to meet the demands for parking.1 

According to the Accessible Parking Coalition, 69% of people with disabilities encounter 

difficulties finding accessible parking, with 96% emphasizing the importance of parking 

 
1 BraunAbility. (2018, May 3). Handicap Accessible Parking Abuse Witnessed by 74 Percent of Participants in 
New U.S. Survey. PR newswire. https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/handicap-accessible-parking-
abuse-witnessed-by-74-percent-of-participants-in-new-us-survey-
300641570.html#:~:text=According%20to%20a%20survey%20by%20BraunAbility%2C%2074%25,like%20d
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availability for leading independent lives.2 The worst statistic from this report was that more 

than half of respondents have decided against taking trips into the community due to concerns 

about the unavailability of accessible parking. 

When The Ability Center conducts accessibility reviews in our community, we regularly 

recommend that businesses double the minimum required number of accessible spaces to 

accommodate high demand. Just this summer, our team had one of our members unable to 

return to a review site after lunch because every accessible space in the parking garage had 

been taken; so he had to return to the office prematurely and lost a full afternoon of work. 

While we recognize the need for pregnant Ohioans to also have preferred parking access, doing 

so at the expense of individuals with disabilities will only further add demand to parking spaces 

that are in short supply and will lead to both groups struggling to find accessible spaces near 

entrances.  

Our suggestion is to amend the building code to create a new type of parking space specifically 

made for pregnant Ohioans, one that is separate from current accessible spots. This would 

satisfy the need to give parking accommodations to account for pregnancy but would not take 

spots from people with disabilities who already struggle with regulations that do not account 

for the high demand for these spaces. We are more than happy to discuss our feedback with 

you in greater detail, or to find more personal stories from the disability community to validate 

the current scarcity of accessible spaces. Based on the fiscal notes published by LSC on 

November 6th, the BMV are already expected to “incur minimal costs” to update the current 

system and create a new 12-month license for pregnant Ohioans. It would be little to no change 

in costs for the state to adapt this bill to instead make a separate license and specify new 

spaces that ensures both populations have access to preferred parking. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this issue.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jules Patalita, PhD 

The Ability Center of Greater Toledo, Disability Rights Advocate 
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